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the story so untimely ended ; to trace the fortunes of that
precocious child throughout a career which they all know
to have been brilliant, though, from want of a connected
account, they cannot follow it, as they would, from dawn
to meridian, and from noonday to evening light.

When it was proposed to me to write such an account,
I believed that previous study would make the task an
easy otic. I had the privilege of long acquaintance with
Mr. Ruskin, and the advantage of having worked under
him, in different capacities, at different times, during some
twenty years, on most of the subjects which have occu-
pied his attention since his call to Oxford. I had already
collected material enough for a volume, in order to write* a
biographical outline published in 1889 under the editorship
of Mr, John Waugh of Bradford. I was compiling from
Mr. Ruskin's works an attempt at a review of his art-
philosophy, and retracing with care, in the manuscript
poems and other remains of his youth, the history he has
indicated, from his own point of view, in /VwWr/A/,

But to complete a biography much fuller information
was needed. All the materials at Brantwood wen* kindly
placed in my hands. Papers put aside for the continuation
of Pnrterita and Dihrta I did not think right to include*,
in the hope that one day he might be able to finish his
own work. Of private letters I have made* a sparing use,
for Mr. Ruskin has been an extraordinarily fertile corres-
pondent ; there are already several collections of his letters
in print, and no doubt more will ultimately appear. A
" Life and Letters " worthy of the title would be altogether